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Wednesday 05 May 2019

Media Release

[bookmark: _GoBack]Namatan Short Film Festival - Just go for it!
[image: C:\Users\eharris\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\IMG_E7601.jpg]
Namatan’s youngest filmmaker, Marco Sackett has dreams of being a film director.
Young filmmaker Marco Sackett is encouraging other budding school-aged filmmakers to “just go for it!” and submit their films for the Australian High Commission’s Namatan Short Film Festival by the closing deadline at 4.30pm this Monday, 13 May.
“Namatan is really fun and it’s a good opportunity to practice filmmaking skills,” said Marco.
Film making is 12 year-old Marco’s passion. “I would like to be a film director when I am older, a book writer and an actor.”

“When I heard about the Namatan Short Film Festival last year, I thought it would be a cool idea to make a film with my friends. We made “Through the Portal” which was a science fiction movie.”
“Now I am entering my new film “Three Days to Find Home” in Namatan because I enjoyed it so much in 2018.”
Young filmmakers now have the opportunity to submit in either the new schools category or the open category. Schools can win fantastic prizes including a laptop for first place, a projector for second place, or a Samsung Tablet for third place. 

Thanks to Namatan’s sponsors, ANZ Bank is offering the first prize of 200,000 vatu to Vanuatu’s top filmmaker. Thanks to Digicel, the second place winner will win a brand new Samsung S8, third place will win a Samsung J5 and the People’s Choice Award winner will get a Samsung Tablet. Finalist films will be screened across Vanuatu with help from long-time Namatan sponsor, Air Vanuatu. 

The Australian High Commission’s Namatan Short Film Festival closing deadline is 4.30pm this Monday, 13 May and entries need to be lodged with the Vanuatu Broadcasting and Television Cooperation (VBTC). Terms and conditions apply and more information is available on the Australian High Commission’s website and Facebook page.

–END–
To know the latest about Australia in Vanuatu please follow us on:
Web | Facebook | Twitter 


Liz Harris
Public Affairs Officer
Australian High Commission
Email: elizabeth.harris@dfat.gov.au 
Tel: 22777 (extension 171)
Mob: 7776386
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